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to take the not very serious risks involved in appeal-
ing to the constituencies. The latest precedent in
this case is quite modern. William IV., her Majesty's
uncle and immediate predecessor, replaced Lord Mel-
bourne by Sir Robert Peel in 1834, and Sir Robert
Peel, as he afterwards told the House of Commons,
took upon himself the entire responsibility of dis-
solving Parliament.

The Cabinet, which through a series of Constitu-
tional fictions has succeeded to all the powers of the
Crown, has drawn to itself all, and more than all, of
the royal power over legislation. It can dissolve
Parliament, and, if it were to advise the Crown to
veto a Bill which has been passed through both
Houses, there is no certainty that the proceeding
would be seriously objected to. That it can arrest a
measure at any stage of its progress through either
House of Parliament, is conceded on all hands ; and
indeed the exercise of this power was exemplified on
the largest scale at the end of the Session of 1884,
when a large number of Bills of the highest import-
ance were abandoned in deference to a Cabinet deci-
sion. The Cabinet has further become the sole source
of all important legislation, and therefore, by the
necessity of the case, of all Constitutional legislation ;
and as a measure amending the Constitution passes
through the House of Commons, the modification or
maintenance of" its details depends entirely on the fiat
of the Ministers of the day. Although the Cabinet,